Epidemiological characteristics of adenocarcinoma of the gastric cardia and distal stomach in the United States, 1973-1982.
Data from the Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results (SEER) programme of the National Cancer Institute were utilized to estimate the incidence of adenocarcinoma of the gastric cardia and distal stomach in the US in order to determine whether the epidemiological features of these diseases differ. Based upon 12,562 histologically confirmed cases identified, the annual incidence of gastric cardia adenocarcinoma was 1.1 per 100,000 people and for the distal stomach 3.8 per 100,000. The male-to-female ratio for adenocarcinoma arising in the cardia was 7.0, versus 2.2 for that arising in the distal stomach. The sex ratio shifted across age groups for the gastric cardia and was highest for the 50-59 year age group, but remained relatively stable across age groups for cancers of the distal stomach. Over the decade studied, the sex ratio decreased from 8.0 to 4.6 for gastric cardia tumours, but remained constant for adenocarcinoma of the distal stomach. Blacks were 2.5 times more likely to develop adenocarcinoma of the distal stomach than whites, but had a 50% lower risk of gastric cardia tumours than whites. These results support an emerging concept that adenocarcinoma of the gastric cardia, gastro-oesophageal junction and distal oesophagus may comprise a group of disease which is aetiologically distinct from distal gastric tumours.